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GeoBytes Update 
Week Beginning: 25 th June 2007 (Week B) 
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June 5, 2007 8:48 am: Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
England 
May 21, 2007 8:56 am: Nottingham, England 
February 1, 2007 12:20 pm: Durham, England 
February 25, 2007 8:17 am: San Diego, California 
January 13, 2007 7:50 pm: Redmond, Washington 
February 11, 2007 6:27 pm: Redmond, Washington 
January 26, 2007 11:18 am: Cambridge, England 
January 26, 2007 10:16 am: Cambridge, England 
January 30, 2007 10:29 am: Dublin, Dublin 
February 28, 2007 9:06 am: Plymouth, England 
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Geography in the News this week 
 

Latest News Stories from the BBC, Guardian, Telegra ph and Independent this Week from 
the UK and around the World: 
 

 

COASTS 
·  Coastline access plans unveiled 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/conservation/story/0,,2106394,00.html  
 

ENERGY 
·  China building more power plants http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6769743.stm  
·  Google’s Drive for Clean Future http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/6768605.stm  
·  Fruit could make powerful fuel http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6224846.stm  
·  Renewable revolution is here says UN report 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/energy/story/0,,2107846,00.html  
 

FOOD 
The Fight for the World’s Food http://www.independent.co.uk/incoming/article2697804.ece  
We have to accept that the era of cheap food is coming to an end 
http://comment.independent.co.uk/leading_articles/article2697786.ece  
 

ENVIRONMENT 
·  Icebergs are ‘ecological hotspots’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6227724.stm  
·  Sudan must address ‘climate ills’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6230616.stm  
·  Calculator to help save the planet 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2104955,00.html  
 
CLIMATE CHANGE / GLOBAL WARMING  
·  Telegraph – photos of climate change in action 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?xml=/earth/reader_galleries/galleries.xml  

 
             http://www.ggip.co.uk/  



·  Arctic Springs ‘rapid advance’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6763511.stm  
·  Arctic Ice no barrier for plants http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6752767.stm  
·  China overtakes US as world’s biggest CO2 emitter 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2106689,00.html  
·  Climate Fears for heritage sites http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6231358.stm  
·  ‘US has to join world effort on climate’ 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?xml=/earth/2007/06/21/eagore21.xml  
·  Western outsourcing pushes up Asian CO2 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?view=DETAILS&grid=&xml=/earth/2007/06/20/eac
lim120.xml  

·  Antarctic icebergs may offset CO2 emissions 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2109135,00.html  

 
HAZARDS 
·  New Orleans ‘still a flood risk’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6226974.stm  
·  Floods leave concerns over defences (Boscastle) 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/cornwall/6231572.stm  
 
OTHER 
·  Lake disappears suddenly in Chile http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6225676.stm  
·  Scientists try to solve mystery of vanished lake in Chile 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/water/story/0,,2108796,00.html  
·  Vertical farming in the ‘Big Apple’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6752795.stm  
·  ‘Desalination not the solution’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6767533.stm 
 
COMPETITION 
 
Shoot – Photograph Competition for Young 
Geographers  
 
“ Shoot Nations is a free global youth photography 
competition to get young people to document what 
matters to them, what's right and what's wrong in their 
world and how to make a difference.”  
 
As well as a chance for your picture to be exhibited in 
a global exhibition touring major cities there are many 
great prizes on offer as well. The results of the competition are also going to be presented to the 
United Nations. For more details on the competition including how to enter, rules etc. see the 
website  http://shootnations.org/main/home  
 
The following is taken directly from the website to give you an idea of what is needed to enter – 
but the website should be seen for more detailed information / details. 

The concept is simple: Any young person aged 11 - 24 can take three photos to answer one of 
the following two briefs: 

BRIEF 1 

1. What upsets you? 

2. What could you do about it? 

3. Who listens to you?  

BRIEF 2 

A. Who do you look up to? 

B. Who rules? 

C. Where are they? 

 



 
GEOGRAPHICAL LINKS THIS WEEK 
As normal many thanks to all contributions from SLN ers for the following links: 
 
Development 
·  Virtual Village Visit  – Nyalakot – village in Uganda (from Plan-ed) – the village is a very poor 

rural farming community – the site includes some very useful video clips  http://www.plan-
uk.org/virtualvillage/  

 
Environment 
·  YouTube – “Save the Earth” video  – a great little starter 

called “Save the Earth” – raising awareness of environmental 
issues and the fact that we as individuals can do things to help. 
Thanks to Sally (Benchmarrow) and Ollie Bray 
(www.olliebray.com) – a nice one to add to geography blogs as 
well! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTFNDJp74Rw  
 

 
·  Calculating your Carbon Footprint  – new online calculator just 

released by Defra for calculating your carbon footprint and for 
finding out more about how you can help tackle climate change. 
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Environmentandgreenerliving/actonco2/
DG_067197  

 
 

Geography Resources 
·  Free Geography Resources  – for 11-18 Geography – sharing site – teachers can also submit 

and share their own resources http://wwwgeogteacher.com  
 
 
 
 
 

·  Role Playing Scenarios  – a variety of role plays – linked to geographical themes 
http://serc.carleton.edu/introgeo/roleplaying/scenario.html  

 
Hazards 
·  Volcanoes and Earthquakes Resources  from the Natural History Museum 

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/earth/volcanoes-earthquakes/index.html  
 
Health  
·  Snapshot of Unhealthy England http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/6226988.stm  
·  Community Health Profiles  – useful for comparisons (thanks Alan) 

http://www.communityhealthprofiles.info/index.php  
 
Photographs 
·  TrekEarth Gallery Photographs  http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/  
·  Panoramic Earth – fantastic Panoramic Photographs 

“100's of 360° panoramas from travel destinations 
around the world linked to interactive maps. Locations 
in major capital cities, towns, whole islands and skiing 
resorts. Each panoramic photograph has a local 
description and visitor reviews. A direction finder shows 
the way you are virtually standing. The map also shows 
other nearby locations while you explore the world.” 
http://www.panoramicearth.com/ (thanks Alan for 



pointing this out) 

 
Population/ Migration 
·  Migrant workers ‘help UK economy’  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6766003.stm  
 
Rivers / Flooding 
 
·  China’s Three Gorges Dam  http://www.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,,1799355,00.html  
·  Travel from Chongqing to Three Gorges Dam  http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/photo/2007-

04/27/content_863795.htm  
 
GGIP – Give Geography Its Place (Update for 2007)  

 
THE GGIP CAMPAIGN 
http://givegeographyitsplace.blogspot.com/
2007/03/ggip-ga-conference.html  
Lots of new ideas for raising the profile of 
the campaign – see the website for more 
details. 
 
GGIP now has its very own on-line shop – t-shirts, mugs, 
lanyards, caps etc.  http://www.ggip.co.uk/shop.html   
 

Resources 
 
·  Key Stage 3 Levelled Rainforest Assessment  (by Gwyn Darwin) – kindly hosted by 

Katharine Hutchinson (Chesterton Community College) 
http://chestertoncc.org.uk/departments/Geog/rainforest_assessment_levelled.pub  

·  Why is Aqqaluk Lunge speaking at the Stansted Enqui ry (by Val Vannet) – kindly hosted 
by Katharine Hutchinson (Chesterton Community College) 
http://chestertoncc.org.uk/departments/Geog/Aqqaluk_Lynge_mystery.zip  

·  Global Warming Game (by Caroline Taggart)  
http://www.4shared.com/dir/3033814/688541c0/Global_warming_game.html  

·  A Question of Geography (by Lib and Dan Rudge) – kindly hosted by Katharine Hutchinson 
(Chesterton Community College) 
http://chestertoncc.org.uk/departments/Geog/question_of_geog.zip  

·  Summer Solstice Presentation  (Richard H – SLN) 
http://www.slideshare.net/RichardH/summer-solstice 

·  What are the causes of poor food supplies?  (Helen Nurton – password SLN) 
      http://www.4shared.com/dir/2523168/ea791314/sharing.html  
 
 
Professional Development  
 
·  Voki – New Approaches – Geography Vodcasts?  
 
Voki  (www.voki.com) enables users to create an animated avator 
for expressing themselves online, either in their own voice or using 
text-speech recognition to bring their avator to life in order to deliver 
a message. The Avator can be completely customised with choices 
of ‘realistic’ people through to anime characters and speaking 
animals! You can alter their characteristics from hair through to 
clothing and even set your own chosen background from a large 
selection! The avators are purposefully designed for personal, non-
commercial use and are intended to be embedded in blogs or social 
network profiles such as MySpace  
 



 
I have been thinking about some of the possible ways that Voki might be used in a geographical 
context – both by staff and students and have blogged about it here 
http://igeog.wordpress.com/2007/06/17/voki-new-approaches-geography-vodcasts/ - I have also 
tried adding a Geography Podcast to make a simple cartoon vodcast on coasts which can be 
found here http://igeogblogger.blogspot.com/2007/06/voki-geography.html  
  
Professional Development - Articles of Interest 
·  Transforming the world of online maps 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/click_online/6229534.stm  
·  GTIP Think Piece – ICT in Secondary Geography 

http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/gtip/thinkpieces/ictinsecondarygeography/  
 
Department News: 
 
Department Blogs 
Nothing new added this week.  
 
GCSE GeoBytes 

 
DIARY OF NEW POSTS 
www.geobytesgcse.blogspot.com  
 

Over 74,214 hits  now over the last 8 months – we are still getting between 400-700 hits a day on 
average from all over the world!  Please continue to promote it with all the GCSE students  
 

Sincere apologies – I haven’t managed to get sorted with the updates I was hoping for over the 
Easter break (could do with another week off – like we all could!) –  
 
I will now be leaving catching up the GCSE blog unt il over the summer half term when the 
exam classes have left – I haven’t had chance to ca tch up with it over half term as I had 
originally hoped. (still haven’t got to this yet!!! ) 

 


