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GeoBytes Update 
Week Beginning: 18 th June 2007 (Week A) 
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June 5, 2007 8:48 am: Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
England 
May 21, 2007 8:56 am: Nottingham, England 
February 1, 2007 12:20 pm: Durham, England 
February 25, 2007 8:17 am: San Diego, 
California 
January 13, 2007 7:50 pm: Redmond, 
Washington 
February 11, 2007 6:27 pm: Redmond, 
Washington 
January 26, 2007 11:18 am: Cambridge, England 
January 26, 2007 10:16 am: Cambridge, England 
January 30, 2007 10:29 am: Dublin, Dublin 
February 28, 2007 9:06 am: Plymouth, England 
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Geography in the News this week 
 

Latest News Stories from the BBC, Guardian and Tele graph this Week from the UK and 
around the World: 
 

 
ENVIRONMENT 
·  Survey shows damage caused by logging 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?view=DETAILS&grid=&xml=/earth/2007/06/07/eal
ogg07.xml 

·  Exxon attacks Greenpeace but says it wants to save the planet 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2103619,00.html 

·  Easyjet unveils Ecojet http://environment.guardian.co.uk/travel/story/0,,2103232,00.html  
·  Support growing for road pricing 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/travel/story/0,,2102816,00.html  
·  Antarctic Glaciers ‘flow faster’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6727543.stm 
 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE / GLOBAL WARMING  
·  G8 leaders agree to climate deal http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/6731045.stm 
·  China Climate Stance Challenges UK http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6718205.stm  
·  G8 ‘agrees’ substantial climate deal 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2097450,00.html  
·  Challenge is how to include China and India 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?view=DETAILS&grid=&xml=/earth/2007/06/08/eac
lim08.xml 

 
 

               
http://www.passion4geography.co.uk 



DEVELOPMENT  
·  G8 Leaders reach $60 billion dollars aids deal 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/6732945.stm 
·  In pictures: Photos by the abandoned of Nepal 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/picture_gallery/07/south_asia_photos_by_the_abandone
d_of_nepal/html/1.stm  

·  In Pictures: A child’s view of war (Uganda) http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6749803.stm 
 
HAZARDS 
·  Price of saving London from floods could exceed £20bn 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2099603,00.html  
·  Flood Defences ‘not up to required standard’ 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?view=DETAILS&grid=&xml=/earth/2007/06/15/eafl
ood15.xml  

·  Flooding Facts 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?view=DETAILS&grid=&xml=/earth/2007/06/15/eafl
ood115.xml 

 
NEWS LINKS ON THIS WEEKS FLOODING IN THE UK: 
·  Flood causes chaos in county http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/south_yorkshire/6755459.stm  
·  Flooding Pictures – Floods in South Yorkshire 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/southyorkshire/content/image_galleries/flooding_june_2007_gallery.shtm
l?2  

·  Workers trapped as river floods 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/6756637.stm  

·  Major clean up as floods recede http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/humber/6759905.stm    
·  Water bug found after storm flood http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/norfolk/6759467.stm  
·  Houses evacuated after flooding 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/6759791.stm  
·  Weather disrupts train services 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/6755461.stm  
·  Showers continue after Flooding http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6759217.stm  
·  Homes and Transport hit by Floods http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6755571.stm  
·  UK Floods: Reader’s stories http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6757849.stm  
·  Flood defences ‘lack maintenance’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6755325.stm  
·  In Pictures – Flooding hits the UK http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6756705.stm 
 
OTHER 
·  Report warns of ‘conflict cocoa’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6732977.stm  
·  Special Report – G8 (Guardian) http://www.guardian.co.uk/g8/0,,967228,00.html  
·  Huge Swiss Tunnel opens in the Alps http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/6755953.stm  
·  Government ‘fails on fairtrade’ 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/ethicalliving/story/0,,2103867,00.html  
·  The Changing Face of English Landscape 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/main.jhtml?view=DETAILS&grid=&xml=/earth/2007/06/14/eal
and14.xml  

 
POPULATION 
·  Japan’s elderly are urged to work http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6733097.stm 
·  Harnessing the power of grey Japan http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6734341.stm  
·  Doubts over India’s age figures http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/6735155.stm  
 
RIVERS 
·  Amazon river ‘longer than the Nile’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6759291.stm 
 
SETTLEMENT 
·  Rio favela fashion walks catwalk http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6757321.stm  



 
GEOGRAPHICAL LINKS THIS WEEK 
As normal many thanks to all contributions from SLN ers for the following links: 
 
Coasts 
Superb resource sheets on the East Riding Coast  – well worth 
downloading!  
·  Development of the East Riding Coast 

http://www.eastriding.gov.uk/aspirelinks/coastal/1development.pdf  
·  East Riding Coast – Coastal Processes 

http://www.eastriding.gov.uk/aspirelinks/coastal/2coastalprocesses.
pdf  

·  East Riding Coast – Defending the Coastline 
http://www.eastriding.gov.uk/aspirelinks/coastal/4defendingtheerco
astline.pdf 

 
Development 
 
·  Trading Trainers Simulation Game  – for KS3 and KS4 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/resources/secondary_schools/aid_debt_and_trade/trading_trainers_g
ame_ks3_ks4 

·  New Resources from Plan Ed  (first mentioned in last edition) – Thanks to Sophia for the 
detail on these printed here as posted on SLN 

“Because I Am a Girl  encourages students to explore and examine the role of girls in society 
and identify the differences between the experiences and expectations of girls and boys 
around the world. http://www.plan-ed.org/learningcentre/becauseiamagirl  

Water in Kenya  looks at the impact of water shortages in Kenya and the wider world. Students 
will begin to asses the impact that water shortages will have on them individually and the world 
as a whole. 
http://www.plan-ed.org/learningcentre/water  

Fair Trade  in Pakistan begins to explore the idea of Fair Trade and the affect we can have in 
the developing world through Fair Trade. Students will develop an understanding about where 
products originate from and social responsibility. 
http://www.plan-ed.org/learningcentre/fairtrade  

Child Labour  in India introduces the country of India to young people and examines the 
practice of child labour. It encourages young people to examine their own life and compare 
their experiences with those in India. http://www.plan-ed.org/learningcentre/childlabour  

There are free schemes of work on slavery and related development issues for all Key Stages 
There is also a searchable resource center which has media from all over the world - ideal for 
student research or lesson planning. 
http://www.plan-ed.org/learningcentre” 

Environment 
·  Enviropedia http://www.enviropedia.org.uk/ - a wealth of information related to environmental 

issues  
·  Walkit  http://www.walkit.com/ - a step in the right direction (calculate how long it would take to 

walk between two places and how much CO2 was avoided. 
·  Environmental Problems Cartoons / Pictures  (thanks to GeoDave) 

http://www.wesleymission.org.au/publications/green_c/images/surfrider2.jpg  
·  http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/FW/images/fw_duties_litter1-06.jpg 
·  http://www.egs.mmu.ac.uk/users/ktaylor/pers_page/litter.jpg 
·  http://www.uprct.nsw.gov.au/HTML/Info%20Sheets/Enviro%20Issues/E7%20Water%20Polluti

on_files/creek%20grate.jpg 



 
Quizzes 
·  Free World Features Map Puzzle (Dowload) 

http://www.yourchildlearns.com/world-features-map-puzzle.htm  
·  Worlds Longest Rivers Map Quiz 

http://www.ilike2learn.com/ilike2learn/Rivers/Longest%20Rivers.html  
 
Olympics 
·  London Olympics 2012 resources  (Geography Teaching Today) 

http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/ks3-resources/resources/london-olympics-2012/  
·  London 2012 Video Resources http://www.webcast.ukcouncil.net/hosted/london2012/  
·  London 2012 – Sport at Heart Video  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Sa5LnpoY38  
·  London 2012 Geography Pages  (Alan P) http://www.geographypages.co.uk/london2012.htm 
 
Population 
·  All about Population 

http://www.ined.fr/en/everything_about_population/  - some great 
resources including animations, fact sheets, population games, 
population graphs 

 
Other 
·  Real Lives – Educational Simulation Game  – free trial download (although actual game 

requires buying!) http://www.educationalsimulations.com/index.html 
·  A Digital Picture of Britain  http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcfour/features/digital-picture-britain.shtml  
 
Rivers / Flooding 
·  River Worksheets  (Channel 4 Learning) – worth printing! 

http://www.channel4learning.net/sites/essentials/geography/units/interface?type=worksheet&p
arameter=Rivers  

·  Interactive Story of the 1998 Bangladesh Floods 
http://uk1.hotpotatoes.net/ex/21613/RRDWBXSP.php 

 
Statistics 

 
GeoHive http://www.geohive.com/default1.aspx - an excellent site 
for geographical statistics – including geopolitical statistics, 
population, nature etc. 
 

Weather 
·  Towers in the Tempest  (Hurricane Animation) 

http://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/vis/a000000/a003400/a003413/index.html 
·  Global weather in a changing environment ( Flickr Pictures) 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/44065547@N00/  
·  When lightning strikes  http://green.nationalgeographic.com/environment/natural-

disasters/lightning-interactive.html - teaching resources avalanches, lightning and a habitat 
quiz 

 
GGIP – Give Geography Its Place (Update for 2007)  

 
THE GGIP CAMPAIGN 
http://givegeographyitsplace.blogspot.com/
2007/03/ggip-ga-conference.html  
Lots of new ideas for raising the profile of 
the campaign – see the website for more 
details. 
 
GGIP now has its very own on-line shop – t-shirts, mugs, 
lanyards, caps etc..  http://www.ggip.co.uk/shop.html   



 
Resources 
 
·  Design your own Big Brother  (Helen Nurton) 

http://www.4shared.com/file/17058396/6f44bbdf/design_your_own_Big_Brother.html  
 
·  "Why did Aqqaluk Lynge speak at the public enquiry into the expansion of Stansted?"  

(Val Vannet) http://www.4shared.com/file/17915771/484f84fb/Aqqaluk_Lynge_mystery.html  
Based on this news article from the Independent 
http://environment.independent.co.uk/climate_change/article2594163.ece 

 
Promoting Geography 
·  Campaigning for Geography – Geographical Association 

http://www.geography.org.uk/aboutus/campaigningforgeography/  
·  Option Time – Selling Geography (Geographical Association) 

http://www.geography.org.uk/aboutus/campaigningforgeography/optiontime/  
·  Progression and careers with Geography – where to get more information on careers 

http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/ambassadors/progression-and-careers-with-
geography/where-to-get-more-information-on-careers/ 

  
Professional Development  
 
Using New Technologies in Geography 
 

This week I did a training session at Homerton for this 
years ITE Geography Trainees looking at how new 
technologies can enhance geographical teaching and 
learning – the presentation and handouts etc. are 
available for download from my new blog 
www.igeog.wordpress.com 
 
I created a series of handouts for the training session – 
as well as a copy of the SAGT handout from last years 
conference – there is a handout with lots of links for 
exploring blogs, wikis and podcasts (this can be 
downloaded direct from the posting on igeog  
http://igeog.wordpress.com/2007/06/12/enhancing-the-

teaching-and-learning-of-geography-with-online-technologies/  
 
 
I have set igeog 
(http://www.igeog.wordpr
ess.com)   up as a site 
dedicated to exploring 
the use of ICT to 
enhance the teaching 
and learning of 
geography – I have 
started blogging and 
hopefully this will be 
useful to some. Over the 
next few weeks I will also 
start populating the 
pages for resources and 
links to support blogs, 
wikis, IWB, podcasting 
etc.  
 



Blogs: 
·  Blog Safety http://www.childnet-int.org/blogsafety/ - some good guidelines for teachers and 

parents re. blog safety and how students using social networking sites. 
 
Podcasting: 
·  Podbean – embeddable mp3 players for myspace and blogger 

http://news.podbean.com/2007/02/07/embeddable-mp3-players-for-myspace-blogger/  
·  Embedding mp3 files in your blog – instructions for a simple way to embed mp3’s / podcasts 

into blogger http://googlesystem.blogspot.com/2006/07/embed-mp3-files-into-your-
website.html  

 
Resources:  
Geography Presentations – Slideshare Group 
·  Tony Cassidy has set up a new Slideshare Group – Geography 

Presentations http://www.slideshare.net/group/geography-
presentations - a great collaboration of shared powerpoint 
presentations – there are some great powerpoints here which can be 
embedded in blogs or downloaded and used in the classroom – 
thank to all who have contributed. Don’t forget to join up and share 
some – the more people join the bigger the collection for all to 
benefit! 

 
Other 
Free Desktop Screen Recorder (CamStudio) http://sourceforge.net/projects/camstudio/  
  
Professional Development Articles of Interest 
·  UK School Trips  – Trip Advisor for UK school trips http://www.ukschooltrips.co.uk/ Climate 

Choices – introduces climate change, looks at how food choices impact on climate change and 
how climate change is affecting food supply  - aimed at teachers of 9-11 year olds – includes 
activities, resources and case studies http://www.climatechoices.org.uk/index.htm  

·  Personalised Learning Environments – what are they and how to implement them 
(thanks to Doug Belshaw for headsup on this one) 
http://www.masternewmedia.org/learning_educational_technologies/learning-
environments/PLE-personal-learning-environments-present-future-20070615.htm  

·  Consultation on new GCSE criteria http://www.qca.org.uk/609_18640.html  
 
Department News: 
Department Blogs 
 
Year 8 and Year 9 Revision Materials are now on Geo BlogBytes 
http://geoblogbytes.wordpress.com/year-8/  http://geoblogbytes.wordpress.com/year-9/   



 
GCSE GeoBytes 

 
DIARY OF NEW POSTS 
www.geobytesgcse.blogspot.com  
 

Over 71,338 hits  now over the last 8 months – we are now getting between 400-700 hits a day on 
average from all over the world!  Please continue to promote it with all the GCSE students  
 

Sincere apologies – I haven’t managed to get sorted with the updates I was hoping for over the 
Easter break (could do with another week off – like we all could!) –  
 
I will now be leaving catching up the GCSE blog unt il over the summer half term when the 
exam classes have left – I haven’t had chance to ca tch up with it over half term as I had 
originally hoped. (still haven’t got to this yet!!! ) 

 


