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GeoBytes Update 
Week Beginning: 16 th April 2007 (Week A) 
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April 9, 2007 2:26 pm: Reston, Virginia 
April 5, 2007 1:09 pm: Kitchener, Ontario 
March 31, 2007 10:02 am: Singapore, Singapore 
March 29, 2007 4:32 pm: Canton, Georgia 
March 29, 2007 2:59 pm: Pristina, Kosovo 
March 29, 2007 10:01 am: London, England 
March 29, 2007 7:38 am: Dumfries, Scotland 
March 28, 2007 8:40 am: Singapore, Singapore 
March 23, 2007 8:04 am: London, England 
March 23, 2007 7:57 am: Knoxville, Tennessee 
March 22, 2007 10:39 pm: Singapore, Singapore 
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Geography in the News this week 
 

Latest News Stories from the BBC and the Guardian T his Week from the UK and around the 
World: 
 

ENVIRONMENT / CONSERVATION 
·  Warming ‘already changing world’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6524251.stm  
·  Toxic truth of secret Siberian City (Acid Rain) 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/6528853.stm  
·  US ‘must regulate car pollution’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6519923.stm  
·  EU shows carbon trading is not cutting emissions 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2048918,00.html  
·  UK carbon emissions rise 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2045827,00.html  
·  Waste Land (recycling in China) 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/waste/story/0,,2045794,00.html  
·  Sir Alex Ferguson joins Gore’s A’team 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2045105,00.html  
·  Climate Change ‘threat to Asia’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6532127.stm  
·  Climate Change in Britain’s backyard (a series of photographs related to climate change in 

Britain http://environment.guardian.co.uk/gallery/2007/apr/03/1?picture=329767117 ) 
·  Snowing forests ‘increased warming’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6540119.stm  
·  Billions face climate change risk http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6532323.stm?ls  
·  Live Earth lineup unveiled 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2053758,00.html  
·  How trees might not be green in carbon offsetting debate 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2053447,00.html  
·  Scientists stark warning on reality of warming world 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2051915,00.html  
·  Kazakhs get loan to save Aral sea http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6538073.stm  
·  Dam project attempts to save Aral sea http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-

pacific/6538219.stm  

               
http://www.passion4geography.co.uk 



·  Galapagos Islands ‘facing crisis’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6543653.stm  
·  Stark picture of a warming world http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6524325.stm  
·  Selling off the rainforest – a modern day scandal 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/conservation/story/0,,2054146,00.html  
·  Air travel threat to biodiversity 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/travel/story/0,,2054271,00.html  
·  There is climate change censorship 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2053520,00.html  
·  Is Britain warming? Just look around you.. 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2047575,00.html  
·  Climate change threatens worlds rivers 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2038844,00.html  
·  Climate change threatens world’s natural wonders 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2054494,00.html  
·  UN considers climate change summit 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2054486,00.html  
·  Briny future for vulnerable Malta http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6525069.stm  
·  Monster warning to protect oceans http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6549161.stm?ls  
·  Schwarzenegger – Make Climate hip http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6546975.stm  
·  The Burning Issue – Drax http://environment.guardian.co.uk/energy/story/0,,2055756,00.html  
·  Earthquake kills off coral reefs 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/conservation/story/0,,2056357,00.html  
·  Coral decimated due to earthquake 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/science/article1647350.ece  
 
HAZARDS 
·  Warning of bad hurricane season http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6524017.stm  
·  Tsunamis strikes Solomon Islands http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-

pacific/6516759.stm?ls  
·  Eyewitness: Solomon Tsunamis http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6518749.stm  
·  Gizo at centre of Tsunamis Fears http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6517885.stm  
·  Thai flash floods death reaches 35 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6556807.stm  
·  Wildfire sweeps Los Angeles Hills http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6550911.stm  
 
DEVELOPMENT 
·  Scraping a Living - a slideshow of photographs from the Guardian showing the issues faced by 

Zimbabweans in their struggle for survival 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/gallery/2007/apr/10/1?picture=329773221  

·  Cottoning on to a good thing 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/ethicalliving/story/0,,2056808,00.html  

 
New this week 

 
Geography Awareness Week  – Geography Awareness Week is run by 
Worldwise (GA) and incorporates a series of suggested activities for 
students linked to a particular theme 
http://www.geography.org.uk/events/worldwise/#gaw (thanks Little Miss).  
 
This years theme is Geographic Futures and the poster can be 
downloaded here 
http://www.geography.org.uk/download/GA_EVGAWPoster07.pdf . A pdf 
file of resources and suggested activities can be downloaded from here 
http://www.geography.org.uk/download/GA_EVGAWResources07.pdf  
 
 
 

 



GEOGRAPHICAL LINKS THIS WEEK 
 
As normal many thanks to all contributions from SLNers for the following links: 
Blogs 
·  Interactive Worlds (P Christmas) http://interactiveworlds.blogspot.com/  
·  Geography Rocks (S Sumner) http://burychurchgeog.blogspot.com/index.html  
 
Climate Change 
·  Climate Change Interactive simulation models from the MET office (thanks Sally)  

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/hadleycentre/models/modeldata.html  
·  Climate Change around the world (interactive map from the BBC) 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/629/629/6528979.stm  
 
Development 
·  Plan-ed Learning Centre – lots of resources related to development http://www.plan-

ed.org/learningcentre/  
·  Visualising the Millennium Development Goals in Gapminder 

http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Trendalyzer/index.html  
·  Google Earth turns spotlight on Darfur http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6543185.stm  
·  Enough project (project to abolish genocide and mass atrocities) 

http://www.enoughproject.org/region/darfur/overview.php  
·  Coldplay – Make Trade Fair video on You Tube 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACkEM19FEho&mode=related&search=  
·  Oxfam Fair Trade Videos on You Tube 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mgPEP8HAss&mode=related&search=  
·  In pictures – struggling for survival in Zimbabwe 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/gallery/2007/apr/10/1?picture=329773221  
·  Iraq in fragments http://www.iraqinfragments.com/  
·  Virtual Developing Country – Zambia http://www.bized.co.uk/virtual/dc/index.htm  
·  Learning Africa - an excellent site to support teachers in the teaching and learning about Africa 

in the classroom – includes resources and ideas http://www.learningafrica.org.uk/  
·  Child cocoa workers still exploited http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6517695.stm  
·  Blow to Blair as western aid falls for first time in 10 years 

http://business.guardian.co.uk/story/0,,2048667,00.html  
 
Energy 
·  UK wind power reaches Milestone http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6344215.stm  
·  Wind power animations http://greenzone.airtricity.com/home/index.aspx?id=5  
·  E.ON Energy experience – resources for teachers to help teach about energy http://www.eon-

uk.com/energyexperience/  
 
Flooding 
·  KS4 River Flooding – interactive activity (has been mentioned before) http://www.ngfl-

cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/ngfl-flash/rivers/odd_one_out.html  
 
Glaciers 
David Attenborough looks at Glaciers (BBC Worldwide video on You Tube) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fBg8XcCcc8  
 
Kenya  
Virtual flight over the Great Rift Valley and Volcanoes of the Rift System (thanks Helen) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPlTvRT0LEo  
 
Maps 
·  Use a Map http://useamap.com/ - create your own map – openable in Google Earth and can 

be embedded in blogs  



·  World sunlight map – showing current sunlight and cloud cover (can be integrated into blogs) 
http://www.opentopia.com/sunlightmaprect.html  

·  Maps and Graphics library UNEP Grid-Arendal http://maps.grida.no/# (with a particular 
emphasis on the environment) 

 
Migration 
·  Mass migration in China – Radio 4 programme (can listen to programme on link) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/factual/thinkingallowed/thinkingallowed_20070411.shtml  
 
Newspaper Front Pages 
·  Newseum – front pages from today’s newspapers (downloadable in pdf) 

http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/  
·  Press Display – newspapers from around the world 

http://www.pressdisplay.com/pressdisplay/viewer.aspx  
 
Sea Level Change 
·  Modelling Sea Level Change on the Gold Coast (using Google Earth) – new activity from Noel 

Jenkins on Juicy Geography http://www.juicygeography.co.uk/sealevel  
 
Settlement 
·  House Price Heat Map (thanks to Noel for link) 

http://www.mouseprice.com/Hot_spots/heat_map.aspx  
 
Weather 
·  Inside Tornadoes http://www7.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0506/feature6/multimedia.html  
·  US Today – Tornado formation (nice little flash) 

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/graphics/tornadoes/flash.htm  
·  Interactive with animations showing depressions http://www.ngfl-

cymru.org.uk/vtc/depression_and_fronts/eng/Introduction/default.htm  
 
GGIP – Give Geography Its Place (Update for 2007)  
 
THE GGIP CAMPAIGN 
The GGIP campaign was in full swing at the GA 
conference with a massive effort by various SLNers – 
selling t-shirts and badges to raise the Geography 
profile!http://givegeographyitsplace.blogspot.com/200
7/03/ggip-ga-conference.html  
 
Lots of new ideas for raising the profile of the 
campaign – see the website for more details. 
 
Professional Development 
 
Blogging Tools 
·  Windows Live Writer – suggested by Tony C and Adam L on SLN – makes composing blogs 

easy http://windowslivewriter.spaces.live.com/  (Noel Jenkins has also looked at how it can 
also be used to integrate Live Local maps 
http://www.digitalgeography.co.uk/archives/2006/08/windows-live-writer-demo/) 

 
Creating Multimedia Resources  
·  Flash saving plugin (If you don’t already have this it is worth downloading - a great little tool for 

capturing those great flash files from websites) http://www.swftools.com/tools-
details.php?tool=8475366618  

·  Podcasting Tools (resource for podcasting) http://www.podcasting-tools.com/  
 
 
 



·  Geography Directory 
 
Hopefully you have all managed to download this now or have received an e-
mail from me – a directory of links to support teaching and learning in 
Geography – hope it is helpful. Do let me know of any ‘dead links’ or obvious 
entries that I have missed! 
 
If you haven’t downloaded it yet – go to www.geobytes.org.uk – Department (on 
side bar) and then select Geography Directory 2007 (*new) – it can be 
downloaded directly from there. 
 

Google Earth 
·  Google Earth Library (a new blog of interesting things to do with 

Google Earth) http://www.gelib.fox-fam.com/  
 
Literacy in Geography 
·  Developing subject vocabulary (ideas from Birmingham City 

Council) http://www.bgfl.org/services/ks3/g_subject.htm - includes 
many other useful resources for teaching ideas on the site 

 
Other 
·  Zamzar – Converting files online (A great free resource for converting files of different format – 

very useful!) http://www.zamzar.com/  
 
WebCams  
Tony Cassidy has recently updated his Webcam Geography Blog 
http://www.radicalwebcamgeography.co.uk/  - with some excellent ideas, including how to create a 
webcam wall in powerpoint – well worth checking out!   
·  Creating a webcam wall http://radicalwebcamgeography.co.uk/2007/04/02/creating-a-web-

cam-wall/  
·  Add webcams to your blog / website http://radicalwebcamgeography.co.uk/2007/04/04/add-

webcams-to-your-blog-or-website-part-2/  
 
Department News: 

 
DIARY OF NEW POSTS 
www.geobytesgcse.blogspot.com  
 

The GCSE Blog seems to be being well used now with over 34,000 hits  over the last 6 months – 
we are now getting between 200-300 hits a day on average from all over the world!  Please 
continue to promote it with all the GCSE students  
 

Sincere apologies – I haven’t managed to get sorted with the updates I was hoping for over the 
Easter break (could do with another week off – like we all could!) – anyway I will over the next few 
weeks be catching up before Year 10 coursework starts with all the rest of the settlement posts 
which are: 
·  Suburbia – Inner and Outer Suburbs 
·  The Rural-Urban Fringe 
·  Counter urbanisation 
·  Settlement and Shopping hierarchies 
·  Rural-Urban Migration 
·  Urbanisation in LEDCs 
·  Shanty Town development and Self Help Schemes 

 


