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GeoBytes Update 
Weeks Beginning: 26 th February 2007 (Week B) 
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February 21, 2007 5:13 pm: Reston, Virginia 
February 16, 2007 2:49 pm: Hamilton, Scotland 
February 14, 2007 12:02 pm: London, England 
February 14, 2007 8:35 am: Sheffield, England 
February 14, 2007 8:00 am: Bristol, England 
February 13, 2007 11:15 am: Roswell, Georgia 
February 12, 2007 3:59 pm: London, England 
February 12, 2007 10:38 am: Bristol, England 
February 12, 2007 10:10 am: London, England 
February 12, 2007 8:34 am: Bristol, England 
February 11, 2007 6:27 pm: Redmond, Washington 
February 11, 2007 10:26 am: London, England 
February 11, 2007 8:17 am: Luton, England 
February 11, 2007 8:17 am: London, England 
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Photo – Bolivian Floods – Source: BBC http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6390249.stm 

 
Geography in the News this week 
 

Latest News Stories from the BBC and the Guardian T his Week from the UK and around the 
World: 
 

ENVIRONMENT / CONSERVATION 
Mountain Glacier could ‘vanish’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6368843.stm  
BBC Climate Change http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/portal/climate_change/default.stm  
‘Now or never’ for climate action http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6369171.stm  
Poles vital for ‘climate science’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6386357.stm  
Climate campaign targets offsets http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6382253.stm  
New lakes beneath Antarctic Ice http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6391801.stm  
Energy white paper put on hold 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/energy/story/0,,2019640,00.html  
Climate Change: Scientists warn it may be too late to save the ice caps 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2016243,00.html  
Report uncovers emissions that top UK firms keep hidden 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2016287,00.html  
Five ways to save the world http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/6298507.stm  
Farmer power the key to green advance http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6387975.stm  
 
HAZARDS 
Zimbabwe in storm floods warning http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6389243.stm  
Aid arrives in flood hit Bolivia http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6392847.stm  
In Pictures: Bolivian Floods http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6390249.stm  
Thousands hit by Bolivian flooding http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/4669012.stm  
Simulator ‘conquers quake stress’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/6389953.stm  
 
OTHER 
Mystery of the Himalayas solved http://news.independent.co.uk/world/asia/article2281376.ece  
African Trade fears Carbon Footprint backlash http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6383687.stm  

               
http://www.passion4geography.co.uk 



 
NEW THIS WEEK 
Useful / New External Weblinks: �  
Most of these have been highlighted by SLNers on th e Online Forum (thanks to all those 
that have contributed any of the following to SLN /  other 
Geography blogs). 
 
FAIRTRADE 
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 
A reminder to staff that Fairtrade Fortnight  begins this week – 
February 26th – 11th March – it would be worth promoting this with 
Year 8 as we continue with the Trade and the Chocolate Chain 
assessment. 
 
Mm has organised this years fair-trade stalls which with the help of 
8Cc will be running at breaktimes on 5th and 6th March in the main 
school foyer. Fairtrade Posters (see right) will be put up around 
school over the next few days but please do promote this with all your 
classes! Watch out for the huge inflatable banana which will be 
making a re-appearance this year! 
 
More details of the 2007 Fairtrade Fortnight can be downloaded from here 
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved_fairtrade_fortnight_2007.htm  

 
There are numerous other useful resources on the si te including…  
·  Fairtrade Photo library http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/resources_photo_library.htm  
·  Fairtrade Education Pack can be downloaded from here 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/resources_education_packs.htm 
 

Brazil 
·  Map of Brazil Jigsaw (Thanks to Mary C) http://www.geog4u.com/html/map_of_brazil.html  
·  Games related to Brazil – for use with IWB http://www.games4geog.com/brazil.html  
 
Climate Change 
·  Climate Change portal from the BBC (an excellent resource ) 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/portal/climate_change/default.stm  
·  Climate Change information from the Met Office 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/hadleycentre/index.html  
·  Climate Change graphics from the IPCC http://www.ipcc.ch/present/graphics.htm  
·  Climate Mash (thanks to Stuart H for pointing out) – a bit of fun! http://www.climatemash.org/  
·  Day after Tomorrow scheme of work (can now be downloaded from Katharine Hutchinson’s 

site http://www.chestertoncc.org.uk/departments/Geog/sln.htm) – see bottom link 
·  Lesson Plans linked to “An Inconvenient Truth” 

http://oneplanetfundraising.com/teacherresources.aspx  
·  An Inconvenient Truth study guide (mentioned before but worth another mention!) 

http://www.aninconvenienttruth.com.au/truth/guide.htm  
 
Coasts 
·  Dorset Coast Forum – forum considering long term issues facing the Dorset coastline 

http://www.dorsetcoast.com/index.jsp  
·  Mapping Changes along the Dorset Coast http://www.dcda.org.uk/mapping_home.htm  
·  Learning materials for the Dorset Coast http://www.dcda.org.uk/learningpackages.html  
·  Beaches at Risk – Dynamic Coasts – a downloadable resource pack 

http://www.geog.sussex.ac.uk/BAR/education.html  
 
 
 



 
Competitions 
·  Young Geographer of the Year 2007 Competition  A quick reminder about this new 

competition that I mentioned last week – posters are now up in the department (in all 
classrooms and in the corridor) – students will need to see 
the website for details of the prizes / entry details for their 
year group. 

 
This year’s question: Can recycling save the world?  

 
Competition Homepage: 
http://geo.vnweb01.de/Geo_Links/Young_Geographer_2007/ind
ex.html 
There are 3 entry levels with 3 different prizes (quotes taken 
from site… 
·  Senior Geographer (16–18 years) – write a magazine 

article (word limit: 1,600 words)  
·  Young Geographer (13–15 years) – write a magazine 

article (word limit – 800 words)  
·  Junior Geographer (12 and under) – design a magazin e 

front cover (A3 size)  
 
Competition Details from: 

- Entry Form http://geo.vnweb01.de/vnoffice/data/0/0/1/154/Entry%20Form.pdf  
- Competition Poster http://geo.vnweb01.de/vnoffice/data/0/0/1/154/Entry%20Form.pdf 
- Competition Terms and Conditions 

http://geo.vnweb01.de/vnoffice/data/0/0/1/103/2007%20Terms%20and%20conditions.pdf  
 
Recycling Links – to support students in their rese arch, here are a few links related to 
recycling (these are also available as direct links  on the blog post – dated 12 th February 
2007-02-25 
 
·  Recycle Now http://www.recyclenow.com/  
·  Recycling http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recycling  
·  Recycling Criticism http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recycling_criticism  
·  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle http://www.reducereuserecycle.co.uk/  
·  The Recycling Guide http://www.recycling-guide.org.uk/  
·  Recycling and beyond – Householders information sheet 

http://www.wasteonline.org.uk/resources/InformationSheets/beyondrecycling.htm  
·  Recycle Zone http://www.recyclezone.org.uk/  
·  Environmental Benefits of Recycling (pdf file) 

http://www.wrap.org.uk/wrap_corporate/about_wrap/environmental.html  
·  Recycling Facts and Figures http://www.bringrecycling.org/benefits.html  
·  Recycling Benefits http://www.recycling-revolution.com/recycling-benefits.html  
·  Recycling Criticism (Answers.com) http://www.answers.com/topic/recycling-criticism  
 
COMPETITION INTRODUCTION VIDEO 
(video link will be sent to you by e-mail via YouSe ndit where you can download the video if it is usef ul to you) 

I have made a very short (and I’m afraid very basic) video 
introduction to the competition to show classes. It introduces 
the question, the task (according to age) and the prizes 
available). I am going to use it to introduce it to students and 
then ask interested students to come and see me for further 
details. The entry cover sheets you will need for students that 
enter and all terms and conditions that teachers need to 
ensure are met can be downloaded from  
http://www.geographical.co.uk 
 



 
Environment 
Resources to support the teaching of water pollution linked to the MSC Napoli disaster 
·  http://www.bbc.co.uk/devon/content/articles/2007/01/24/napoli_oiled_birds_feature.shtml 
·  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6289067.stm 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6284377.stm 
·  http://www.bbc.co.uk/dorset/content/articles/2007/01/25/napoli_theft_feature.shtml  
·  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6294649.stm 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/devon/6366721.stm  
·  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/6295907.stm 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/democracycommunities/msc-napoli-update.htm (some facts 
and figures here)  

·  http://news.uk.msn.com/In_pictures_MSC_Napoli.aspx 
·  Biscuit ‘dunking’ saves beach from catastrophe 

http://devel.bridportnews.co.uk/mostpopular.var.1151032.mostviewed.biscuit_dunking_saves_
beach_from_catastrophe.php  

·  Guardian - flash resource – Branscombe Beach Shipwreck – Jurassic Coast threatened 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,,1996150,00.html  

 
Flooding 
·  Global Active archive of large flood events http://www.dartmouth.edu/~floods/Archives/ - a 

wealth of resources available on here. 
 
Globalisation – The Car Industry  
·  Great resource from the BBC website 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/guides/457000/457029/html/default.stm  
 
Migration 
 
·  Origination  http://www.channel4.com/culture/microsites/O/origination/geography.html  
A new resource from Channel 4 looking at the impact of 
immigration on the UK – there are a number of teaching resources 
available – the geography lessons online include: 
(i) Migration – searching for information on the internet 
(ii) Migration – collecting and presenting data 
(iii) Migration – case studies 
(iv) Migration – South Asian migrants to the UK 
(v) Migration – push and pull factors 
 
 

·  Small Island Read 2007   
http://www.smallislandread.com/default.asp – based on the novel 
Small Island – As 2007 marks the 200th anniversary of the Slave 
Trade Abolition Bill – Small Island Read 2007 is part of a national 
initiative to commemorate the end of the slave trade and to explore 
slavery’s continuing influence upon multicultural Britain. 
 
There are many interesting resources on the site including an 
overview of the Transatlantic Slave Trade 
http://www.smallislandread.com/slave_trade.htm looking at the 

abolition of slavery, the legacy of the slave trade and slavery today.  
 
There are also some good pages on migration – including the “Windrush Generation” 
http://www.smallislandread.com/migration.htm  
 
 
 
 



Population 
·  Presenting Population Data (Resources from Rich Allway at Geography All the Way) 

http://www.geographyalltheway.com/ib_geography/ib_population/representing_popn.htm  
·  Poetry – this poem by Benjamin Zephaniah called “The London Breed” picks up on both urban 

and population / culture themes in what he sees as the “melting pot” of London – audio file 
here http://www.britishcouncil.org/arts-literature-publications-and-resources-poetryquartets-
benjamin-zephaniah.htm A transcript of the poem is here 
http://newsweaver.co.uk/teachersnetwork/e_article000301528.cfm  

 
Other 
·  Red Nose Day 2007  
 http://www.rednoseday.com/ 
The site for Red Nose Day 2007 (March 16th) is now live online  
Check out http://resourcebank.comicrelief-data.com/at-
school/teach/resources-bank//index.php for the resources bank 
section of the site which includes IWB files, photographs as well as 
audio and video files which could be very useful! 
·  CIA – The World Fact Book 2007  

https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html  
·  Science Upd8  – using inspiring activities to teach the latest science breakthroughs and 

science behind the news – some great resources here (including some really good ones on 
Climate Change / Day After Tomorrow – well worth exploring!) – thanks to Christine for tip off! 
http://www.upd8.org.uk/  

·  Agenda 21  – a good resource based on Angus 
http://www.angus.gov.uk/localagenda21/Agenda%2021.pdf  

 
Urban Issues 
·  The estate we’re in – Urban Regeneration in Manchester (news article) 

http://arts.guardian.co.uk/art/architecture/story/0,,2020121,00.html  
·  Case study of Urban Change in Glasgow (very useful .pdf file) 

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/nq/images/GeogHumanEnvirInt_tcm4-372369.pdf  
 

Weather 
·  Teaching about Hurricane Katrina http://artofteachingscience.org/katrina/katrina.html  
 
REVISION 
With the exam period looming ever closer revision materials are beginning to appear from all 
around the wider Geography Community – I will try and record any new finds / resources here, 
including any new specific revision resources that I create for the OCR A syllabus – I am hoping to 
get creating again soon! 
 
This week: Geography Podcasts on Bitesize 
Some great new Geography Podcasts on the BBC Bitesize site (Noel Jenkins has 
been involved in writing some of these so are bound to be of a good quality!) – it 
will be interesting to hear any feedback from students on how useful they find 
podcasts – remember there are a series of Coasts podcasts already on GeoBytes and I hope to 
produce some more for the summer exams 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/audio/geography/index.shtml  
 
GGIP – Give Geography Its Place (Update for 2007)  
 
Still Chance to vote…  
A huge thanks to Dave Raynor and Dan Raven-Ellison for all their hard work 
on this – having campaigned tirelessly and achieved great success already 
in highlighting the importance of Geography and raising its profile in the 
Media – a new GGIP committee is now being formed to continue the 
campaigning through 2007. Elections for the new campaign are now on 
– to find out details of how to vote see here: http://www.passion4geography.co.uk/default2.htm  



 
Professional Development 
 
GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS EDUCATION CONFERENCE 2007  – the Geography Teachers 
Education Conference was held in Brighton at the end of January – materials from the 
presentations given are now online on the Geographical Associations website (including 
powerpoints and papers) http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/gtip/gteconference07/  
 
GEOGRAPHY 21 CONFERENCE Birmingham – 10th July 2007 
http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/pilotgcse “a free conference that will highlight curriculum 
innovation within GCSE geography. The Geography 21 conference is open to all, regardless of 
which GCSE specification you teach, and will share ideas developed through the OCR Geography 
Pilot GCSE.” Information on the conference is available on the Geographical Association website 
(follow the above link) 

 
JUICY GEOGRAPHY  
http://www.juicygeography.co.uk  
 Noel Jenkins’ Juicy Geography site has just been given a facelift – 
even more user friendly with some inspirational ideas / resources  
 
 
 

 
Department News: 

 
DIARY OF NEW POSTS 
www.geobytesgcse.blogspot.com  
 

The GCSE Blog seems to be being well used now with over 17,000 hits  over the last 4 months – 
we are now getting between 200-300 hits a day on average from all over the world!  Please 
continue to promote it with all the GCSE students  
 

 
Forthcoming Posts: 
·  Inner City Renewal and Redevelopment 
·  Inner City regeneration – London Docklands 

 
 

 


