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GeoBytes Update 
Weeks Beginning: 13 th November / 20 th November 2006 
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November 17, 2006 3:08 pm: Houston, Texas  
November 16, 2006 10:02 am: Kilmarnock, Scotland 
November 16, 2006 7:13 am: Barcelona,   
November 15, 2006 10:11 pm: Shanghai, Shandong  
November 15, 2006 10:38 am: Lerwick, Scotland 
November 15, 2006 10:31 am: Lerwick, Scotland 
November 14, 2006 4:24 pm: Singapore, Singapore  
November 14, 2006 4:23 pm: Singapore, Singapore 
November 14, 2006 3:32 pm: Northampton, England 
November 14, 2006 11:15 am: Dublin, Dublin 
November 14, 2006 8:53 am: Wolverhampton, England 
November 14, 2006 7:48 am: Bristol, England 
November 13, 2006 10:17 am: Portsmouth, England 
November 13, 2006 8:00 am: Oldham, England 
November 13, 2006 7:39 am: Singapore, Singapore 
November 11, 2006 11:41 am: London, England 
November 11, 2006 8:43 am: Singapore, Singapore 
November 10, 2006 7:47 am: Nottingham, England 
November 9, 2006 11:45 pm: Redmond, Washington  
November 9, 2006 6:57 am: Singapore, Singapore�
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Geography in the News this week 
 

Latest News Stories from the BBC and the Guardian T his Week from the UK and around the 
World: 
 

ENVIRONMENT / CONSERVATION 
Africa focus for climate summit http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6118510.stm  
Have your say – Can African’s Stop Climate Change? 
http://newsforums.bbc.co.uk/nol/thread.jspa?threadID=4627&start=0&&&edition=1&ttl=200611061
93953  
Nicaragua Canal: Just a pipe dream? http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6069022.stm  
Global Climate Efforts ‘woeful’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6126242.stm  
Kenya dam ‘on brink of bursting’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6158774.stm  
Climate Talks stuck on Kyoto Deal http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6158022.stm  
Climate threat to ‘mobile species’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6156034.stm  
Climate bill sets ‘carbon target’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6148416.stm  
 

ENERGY 
World risks ‘dirty energy’ future http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6107916.stm  
Obscenity of Carbon Trading http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6132826.stm  
Nairobi Climate talks end in ‘deal’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6158022.stm  
BMW’s Hydrogen Car – ‘Beauty or Beast’? http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6154212.stm  
 

SETTLEMENT 
Effort to halt Kenyan Slum Battle http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6132776.stm  
 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY  
Cave boasts UK’s biggest chamber http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/derbyshire/6122884.stm  
 

HAZARDS 
World lacks will on Disasters http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6118510.stm  
Deadly Tornado hits town in Japan http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6123426.stm  
 

        Have you signed the petition yet? 
       http://www.passion4geography.co.uk 



Many dead in Afghan Flash Floods http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/6161164.stm  
 
POPULATION  
Mexico Leader in US Border Talks http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6131774.stm  
Mexico fumes over fence http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6090060.stm  
 
CULTURES: 
Life amongst Kenya’s Turkana Nomads http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/6158738.stm  
 
 

 
PLANET EARTH RETURNS 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/planetearth/  
The next episode of Planet Earth is on Jungles – broadcast on 19th 

November – 9pm. Description from BBC Website:  

“Jungles cover roughly three per cent of our planet yet contain 50 per cent of the world's species. 
High-definition cameras enable unprecedented views of animals living on the dark jungle floor. 

In the Ngogo forest the largest chimpanzee group in the world defends its territory from 
neighbouring groups. Other jungle specialists include parasitic fungi which infiltrate an insect host, 
feed on it, and then burst out of its body.” (BBC) 

NEW THIS WEEK 
 
GeoBytesGCSE Blog                                                                       
http://www.geobytesgcse.blogspot.com  

I have now set up a blog for our GCSE classes – 
aimed at Year 10. Although I am writing it 
particularly with my top set Year 10 in mind – I am 
hoping that they will be helpful for all of the KS4 
geographers – Year 10 and Year 11. I am hoping 
to keep the blog going to follow this Year 10’s 
cohort through to the end of their GCSE course 
which should see the build up of a useful resource 
for revision. I am trying to include in each post key 
terms, links to animations (where relevant) and 
supporting links to help students read up further 
(and to encourage extension of understanding 
particularly by our most able students) and 
hopefully generally keep raising the profile of 
geography. If you would like anything specific 
included – just let me know. 

 



 
Geography Cup 

http://www.geographycup.com./  
The Geography Cup Website is now up and 
running – join in the UK ‘v’ US competition as 
we battle it out in a test of ‘geographical 
knowledge’. 
 
You will need to register to take part and once 
you have registered you are taken straight to 
the quiz itself. 
 
If you want to practice first – try the following 
link 
http://www.mentalfloss.com/geographyzone/  
At the time of printing this the UK are in the 
lead – lets keep them there! 

 

UK Score: 53.138 Participants: 508 USA Score: 47.386 Participants: 3,559 
 
 
 
Teaching Graphs! 
Try out these great flash animations to help teach students how to 
draw graphs – well worth a look!  
http://www.kscience.co.uk/animations/graph4.swf  
http://www.kscience.co.uk/animations/graph5.swf  
 
 
 
Useful / New External Weblinks: �  
Most of these have been highlighted by SLNers on th e Online Forum or on 
GeographyForum.net (thanks to all those that have c ontributed any of the following to SLN 
/ other Geography blogs). 
 
Animations / Interactive Teaching Modules 
Some great animated teaching modules on a variety of topics from the University of Kentucky – 
well worth a look – great for use on the interactive whiteboard / with data projector. 
·  A good one on glaciers – including a changing model in which you increase / decrease 

temperatures and see change in glaciers 
http://www.uky.edu/AS/Geology/howell/goodies/elearning/module13swf.swf  

·  This one’s great! Weathering 
http://www.uky.edu/AS/Geology/howell/goodies/elearning/module07swf.swf  

·  Structure of the Earth 
http://www.uky.edu/AS/Geology/howell/goodies/elearning/module06swf.swf  

·  Shorelines Animation 
http://www.uky.edu/AS/Geology/howell/goodies/elearning/module14swf.swf  

·  Mass movement animations 
http://www.uky.edu/AS/Geology/howell/goodies/elearning/module11swf.swf  

·  Groundwater animation – with seasonally fluctuating levels 
http://www.uky.edu/AS/Geology/howell/goodies/elearning/module01swf.swf  

·  Some good science animations (including Pangea, Rock Cycle, Photosynthesis etc.) 
http://www.kscience.co.uk/animations/anim_1.htm#top  

·  Process of Rifting Animation http://www.wwnorton.com/earth/egeo/flash/2_11.swf  
 
 
 



 
Desertification 
Some great desertification Photographs 
http://www.abc.net.au/science/photos/desertification/blank.htm  
 

Development 
Human Development Trends 2005 – flash animated graphs (mentioned in a previous bulletin) 
http://www.gapminder.org/ (thanks to Val for reminder!) 
 

Geographic Careers 
Virtual Job Shadow http://www.virtualjobshadow.com/esri_link.htm - includes videos on a 
Geographic Information System Manager and a Conservationist. 
 

Geographical Images 
Windows on our World  
An excellent site – originally set up / funded as part of a RGS funded 
project – many great images here – very useful for projects etc. (and 
they link across to our very own GeoBytes Gallery!) http://woow.phil-
sllvn.co.uk/windows/ 
 

Hazards  
Real time Worldwide Earthquake Locator (thanks Alan!) 
http://www.lerdorf.com/php/ymap/yquakes.php 
 

Industry 
·  Car Industry: Photo Tour of VW car factory in Dresdon 

http://forums.vwvortex.com/zerothread?id=1837641  
·  Fast Food Industry: Backwards Hamburger – flash animation to support the new film “Fast 

Food Nation” – looking at the impact that the Fast Food industry has had on our lives. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0U7w92UW52E&mode=related&search=  

 

Limestone 
·  UK’s Deepest Cave is discovered 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/leicestershire/6122884.stm  
·  Out of Oblivion (thanks to Val for flagging this up) http://www.outofoblivion.org.uk/default.asp - 

Yorkshire Dales National Park website on the archaeology and landscape of the area – some 
useful resources here. 

 

Maps / Globes 
·  Fold-up Globes http://www.progonos.com/furuti/MapProj/Normal/ProjPoly/Foldout/foldout.html  
·  Globalis Interactive Map  - you decide what data should be plotted on 

http://globalis.gvu.unu.edu/  
 
Message Generators – nice little starters and great  tool for creating website images 
·  A nice little animated wave generator from the generator blog 

http://www.imagechef.com/ic/make.jsp?tid=Wave+Animated  
·  or produce your own static 'beach' message 

http://www.imagechef.com/ic/make.jsp?tid=Beach  
·  Also produce a message on a flag for those country studies 

http://www.imagechef.com/ic/product.jsp?cat=flags  
·  GeoGreeting – try out this great GeoGreating tool which enables you to 

send a free message using Google Earth images of buildings shaped as letters to spell out a 
message! The site is here http://www.geogreeting.com/ and try out a message I have left for 
you here http://www.geogreeting.com/view.html?zdJTg64s+fABU04w+d!8QS-O+icpt-98yz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Population 
·  Useful downloads on changing population structures – particularly in relation to ageing 

populations http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/node5420.html  
·  Old News - Britain’s Ageing Population 

http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/news/article/?id=298  
·  Lesson Plan – Population Reference Bureau – Population Dependency 

http://www.prb.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PRB/Educators/LessonPlans/Population_Fundam
entals%97Building_a_Foundation/Working_with_Demographic_Data.htm  

·  People and Population Pressures http://www.peopleandplanet.net/doc.php?id=199&section=2  
·  Ageing populations in the UK http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/doc_WTX033811.html  
·  Ageing populations in Africa http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/doc_WTX033903.html  
 
Periglaciation 
·  Animation of Ice Wedges 

http://www.wiley.com/college/strahler/0471480533/animations/ch15_animations/animation2.ht
ml  

·  Permafrost and Periglaciation  
·  http://wps.pearsoned.co.uk/ema_uk_he_holden_physgeo_1/0,10461,2018627-,00.html  
·  Ice Wedge Polygons and Pingos 
·  http://arctic.fws.gov/permcycl.htm  
·  Frost Action and Frost Heave  
·  http://www.pavement.com/Concrete_Pavement/Technical/Fundamentals/Frost.asp  
·  Stone Circles Explained http://www.ucsc.edu/currents/02-03/01-20/patterns.html  
·  Pingo – Canadian Encyclopaedia 

http://tceplus.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0006300  
·  Thermokarst – Climate Warning as Siberia melts (New Scientist Article) 

http://www.newscientist.com/article.ns?id=mg18725124.500  
·  Frost Heaving – Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frost_heaving  
·  Permafrost – Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permafrost  
·  How rapidly is permafrost changing and what are the impacts of these changes? 

http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/essay_romanovsky.html  
·  Melting Russian permafrost could accelerate global warming 

http://www.keepmedia.com/pubs/EnvironmentNewsService/2006/09/07/1800717?ba=a&bi=17
&bp=13  

·  Permafrost: A building problem for Alaska http://www.uaf.edu/coop-
ext/publications/freepubs/HCM-00754.pdf  

·  Permafrost zones and Permafrost temperatures http://http-
server.carleton.ca/~msmith2/permafrost_zones.htm  

·  Permafrost in Canada http://http-server.carleton.ca/~msmith2/current_pf.htm  
·  Permafrost and Climate http://http-server.carleton.ca/~msmith2/permafrost_and_climate.htm  
·  Climate Change and Permafrost http://http-

server.carleton.ca/~msmith2/climate_change_and_permafrost.htm  
·  Permafrost – not quite so permanent 

http://www.sciencepoles.org/index.php?s=2&rs=home&uid=455&lg=en  
·  Permafrost Distribution Map http://arctic.unep.net/index.cfm?issue=&type=1&data_id=9118  
·  Periglacial Processes and Landforms http://uregina.ca/~sauchyn/geog323/periglacial.html  
·  Scientists explain Arctic Stone Circles http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/2665675.stm  
·  Permafrost Photo Gallery http://www.uspermafrost.org/gallery/swalker/swalker_gallery.shtml  
·  Geocryology – some great photos including deformed buildings built on permafrost 

http://www.netpilot.ca/geocryology/photo5.html  
·  Alaska Range http://www.terragalleria.com/pictures-

subjects/tundra/picture.tundra.dena5967.html  
·  Flickr Sets – Tundra http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=tundra  
 
 
 



 
Soils 
·  Soilnet.com A very useful site on soils with resources specifically aimed at secondary level 

http://www.soil-net.com/  
·  Soils Scapes – mapping of soil types in the UK – flash based resource – very useful 

http://www3.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/  
 
Tourism  
·  Up-to-date Tourism Statistics http://travel.guardian.co.uk/news/story/0,,1942981,00.html  
·  Full report – 2005 Travel Trends 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_transport/traveltrends2005.pdf  
 
Urban Studies / Settlement 
·  Useful teachers pack / resources on Urban Regeneration / London Docklands 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/dlr/about/teacherspack.shtml  
·  Urban Redevelopment in Glasgow http://www.bestlaidschemes.com/moviezone/glasgow-1980  
 
Water / Hydrological Cycle – Teaching Ideas 
·  http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/geography/watercycledemo.htm  
·  http://bcn.boulder.co.us/basin/learning/watercy.html  
 
 
 
GGIP – Give Geography Its Place (Updates) 
(thanks to Dave Raynor and Dan Raven-Ellison for all their hard work on 
this) 
 
THIS WEEK:  
The current number of supporters stands at over 1500 – a new public 
petition has now been set up and can be accessed here 
http://www.petitionthem.com/default.asp?sect=detail&pet=3446  
Some of the media responses already received can be seen here 
http://www.passion4geography.co.uk/mediareplies.htm  
 
Congratulations to David Lambert, Dan Raven Ellison and Hannah (Yr10 student from Dan’s 
school) for winning the chance to edit the New Years Edition of the BBC Radio 4’s “The Today 
Programme” (thanks to those of you that voted!) 
 
 
 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
20 Ideas! Geotagging and photos and sharing fieldtr ips with the world  
http://teaching.mrbelshaw.co.uk/index.php/2006/11/09/20-ideas-geotagging-photos-and-sharing-
field-trips-with-the-world/ (from Doug Belshaw at Teaching Mr Belshaw) 
 
Multimedia Resource: 
BBC News 24 Themes (for download – useful for Moviemaker / photostory presentations) 
http://www.tvhome.co.uk/bbcnews24/sounds.phtml  
 
Google Earth  
·  Beautiful Blue marble and clouds add on for Google Earth 

http://www.gearthblog.com/blog/archives/2006/11/beautiful_blue_marbl.html 
·  Maplecroft Maps in Google Earth Format – including HIV / Aids data, Global Warming Data 

etc. 
http://maps.maplecroft.com/showpage?section=googleearth&topic=maplecroft_google_earth_s
eries  

 



·  Amazon Indians use google earth to protect the rainforest! 
http://www.gearthblog.com/blog/archives/2006/11/amazon_indians_using.html  

 
WebCams: 
Example of webcam film on a flood in a flume 
http://www.digitalgeography.co.uk/archives/2006/11/flood-in-a-flume-a-web-cam-movie-edited-in-
jumpcut/  
 
Blog Articles: 
Geography Matters Visually – Why not use video in the classroom 
http://blogs.esri.com/roller/page/geographymatters  
Using Cell Phones in School for Learning 
http://www.marcprensky.com/blog/archives/000043.html  
Not specifically Geographical – but a great new game called “Dictionary Duel” in a countdown 
style http://www.sandfields.co.uk/games/dictionaryduel/dictionaryduel.html  
 
 
 
 


