GEOBYTES / ICT UPDATE

To: Mm/Sc/Ro/Mk/Mb/Cx St Ivo School Geography Department.
From: Cb
Date: 03/11/06 (Week A)

Have you signed the petition yet?
http://www.passion4geography.co.uk

GeoBytes Update
Weeks Beginning: 6 ™ November 2006
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Geography in the News this week

Latest News Stories from the BBC and the Guardian T  his Week from the UK and around
the World:

DEVELOPMENT / AID/ TRADE
China to double its aid to Africa http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6115870.stm
Trade to top China-Africa summit http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/6112360.stm

ENVIRONMENT / CONSERVATION

Climate campaigners urge action http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6116058.stm
Greenhouse Gases hit record high http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6114250.stm
Climate — Action now or pay later http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6111160.stm
Chaotic world of Climate Truth http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6115644.stm
Climate costs the next generation http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6098124.stm?Is
Addressing China’s Climate Challenge http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6111528.stm

INDUSTRY

UK must shield fishing industry http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6112352.stm

Only 50 years left for sea fish http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6108414.stm (concerns over
levels of fishing)

FARMING
India warned over GM rice crops http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south asia/6103700.stm

HAZARDS
Earthquake victims honoured http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south _asia/4801513.stm

TOURISM
Stonehenge in Serious Trouble http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/wiltshire/6112476.stm




SAGT — SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION OF GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS Scottish
ANNUAL CONFERENCE — OCTOBER 2006

Association of

Unfortunately | was unable to attend SAGT this year — however | believe it was Geography o
a great success and a number of resources from the workshops have been Teachers
put online over the past week.

Ollie Bray — “50 Ideas in 50 Minutes”
http://www.olliebray.com/

By all accounts Ollie presented a super presentation
entitled “50 ideas in 50 minutes” — he has published an
online handout including all his ideas on his blog at the
following address
http://olliebray.typepad.com/olliebraycom/sagt06/index.h
tml

Ollie has also now put his presentation online as a video
— well worth a look
http://olliebray.typepad.com/olliebraycom/sagt06/index.h
tml

Alan Parkinson — “Google Earth — A Users Guide”

Alan Parkinson has been working on an RGS funded
project called “Google Earth — A Users Guide” and he
presented his work during sessions at SAGT. He has
also now published his “Google Earth — A Users Guide”
blog on which his slides / findings have been published
and which will continue to grow into an invaluable
source of information on Google Earth as he continues
to add to it. http://googlearthusersguide.blogspot.com/

Alan has put together a CD including his presentation and other materials — including .kmz files
— see http://www.geographypages.co.uk/sagt06.htm for details of how to obtain a copy.

Rob Chambers — “Making a Departmental Website
Work for you”

As you know | was unable to attend — however all the
materials — including both the presentation and handouts
are now available on GeoBytes (www.geobytes.org.uk) —
under Department_SAGT Conference Materials.

SETTING UP A DEPARTMENT WEBSITE

“TANTALISING TEN” — Ten things to consider in
developing your own department website

1. AIMS / TARGET AUDIENCE

loping your site you will need to decide upon the aims of creating a

le whilst others
the intention of
an ging s regularly access
what you want from your website:

2. HOSTING YOUR SITE

ofu u have your ot
be passed on to someone else for uplo
(open access to all or password protected login?) and

ation of the level of flexibiity / ownership

icated school server (level of
il you be able to update materials

vider (cost




PLANET EARTH RETURNS
The second part of the Planet Earth series begins again Sunday 5™
November — 9pm (BBC 1)

EPISODES:
5" November — Ice Worlds

12" November — Great Plains
19" November - Jungles

26™ November — Shallow Seas
3" December — Seasonal Forests

10" December — Ocean Deep

NEW OVER THE LAST COUPLE OF WEEKS

GEOGRAPHY TEACHING TODAY
http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/

The new website funded by the Geography Action Plan
and produced jointly by the Geographical Association and
the Royal Geographical Society was launched on Monday
23" October.

The site is set to grow further over the forthcoming months
— it includes resources, links and an opportunity to
generate discussion amongst the Geography Community.

CLASSTOOLS.NET
www.classtools.net

Russell Tarr has kindly added some more great
generators to the ClassTools.net website — including a
dustbin game generator (for sorting into categories — e.g.
sorting into glacial or fluvial glacial features; sorting river
features into the relevant part of the river found in etc..)

A Level Thinking Geography Ideas Blog
http://alevelgeo.blogspot.com/

Paul Williams — Head of Geography at a school in
Bangkok has kindly set up a great A’level Thinking
Geography ideas blog to share ideas for teaching
AS/A2 Geography — as well as keeping up to date
with any new ideas posted - this will only be able to
continue to grow if people keep sharing ideas — any
ideas or resources that you would like to share can
be e-mailed to Paul at pauliswi@gmail.com




News on the Geography Action Plan

The GA website has an update of the work of the Action
Plan for Geography
http://www.geography.org.uk/news/actionplanforgeography
this includes details of free courses and free resources. As
well as details of the full proposals of the plan. The new
Geography Teaching today website is now also live (see
below).

PLUS

http://www.geographycup.com/
Keep your eye out for the forth coming 1% ever
Geography Cup Challenge: UK v's US!!
(set to open in Mid November!)

Useful / New External Weblinks:

Most of these have been highlighted by SLNers onth e Online Forum or on
GeographyForum.net (thanks to all those that have ¢ ontributed any of the following to
SLN / other Geography blogs).

General
Scientists Witness the Birth of a new Ocean
http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/story/0,,1936881,00.html

Where is That? Location Quiz http://www.mindpicnic.com/maps-quiz/

Earth seen from Space — some great photographs from the Guardian
http://www.quardian.co.uk/slideshow/page/0,,1936075,00.html

London 2012 Olympics Resources http://www.london2012.com/onyourmarks/

Make a message in lightning! http://www.glassgiant.com/lightning/

“Planet enters Ecological Debt” http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6033407.stm

Northern Africa and Middle East location game
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/just fun/games/mapgame.html

Encyclopedia of Earth http://www.eoearth.org/

National Park Games http://www.moors.uk.net/funzone/games.php

Making the Modern World — includes 4 Geography learning modules
http://www.makingthemodernworld.org.uk/learning_modules/ (Weather Forecasting, urban
sustainability, geography of health and geography of energy)

Earth Alboum — stunning photos from around the world http://www.earthalbum.com/

Geography Zone — The Geography Challenge http://www.geographyzone.com/

World Food Day — stunning photographs from the Guardian
http://www.gquardian.co.uk/slideshow/page/0,,1921631,00.html
If Humans were to leave the planet...... (Times Resource)
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/TGD/picture/0,,351113,00.jpg




Mapping our World (A quick reminder of this great site from Oxfam flagged up earlier in the year)
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/mappingourworld/index.htm

Minature Earth — if the world was reduced to 100.... http://www.miniature-earth.com/

Earth Wallpapers (mentioned before — but always worth flagging up again!) — a series of
geographical desktop wallpapers for your PC http://www.earthwallpapers.org/

Water / Hydrological Cycle
Three Gorges Dam Barrier Demolished http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-
pacific/5051504.stm

China to relocated 300,000 more people for the 3 Gorges Dam
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/02102006/323/china-relocate-300-000-people-three-gorges-dam.html

Water Cycle Movies — useful movies for downloading http://watercycle.gsfc.nasa.gov/

Flash Flooding videos (US based) http://www.floodsafety.com/media/gallery/video/

How your supermarket flowers empty Kenya’s Rivers
http://www.quardian.co.uk/kenya/story/0,,1928004,00.html

Calculate your water footprint http://www.waterfootprint.org/

Watersheds — Connecting Weather to the environment
http://meted.ucar.edu/broadcastmet/watershed/

Groundwater Song — an animated song on groundwater looking at its importance and the threat
to groundwater by pollution http://dnr.metrokc.qgov/wlir/wa/swf/groundwater-animation.swf

Climate Change
An Inconvenient Truth Study Guide (Al Gore — Climate Change)
http://www.aninconvenienttruth.com.au/truth/quide.htm

Further resources and links based on An Inconvenient Truth on the GA
website http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/themes/

Climate Change Starter movie
http://www.climatechallenge.gov.uk/multimedia/film.html

Create your own “An Inconvenient Truth” poster
http://www.aninconvenienttruth.com.au/truth/poster/default.ntm

Earth Institute Climate Change Quiz
http://webprojects.ei.columbia.edu/eiquizzes/quiz.php?qid=4

Tackling the UK’s Gassy Cows problem (BBC Article — looking at methane emissions)
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6046340.stm

Planet Earth Study Guides (from Australian Teachers of Media site)

Planet Earth episode 1 http://www.metromagazine.com.au/metro/03/032b.asp?id=306
Planet Earth episode 2 http://www.metromagazine.com.au/metro/03/032b.asp?id=307
Planet Earth episode 3 http://www.metromagazine.com.au/metro/03/032b.asp?id=308
Planet Earth episode 4 http://www.metromagazine.com.au/metro/03/032b.asp?id=309
Planet Earth episode 5 http://www.metromagazine.com.au/metro/03/032b.asp?id=310




Marketing Geography

Geography Marketing Display Kit from the RGS http://www.rgs.org/NR/rdonlyres/41ACOAQOD-
F2E7-43E9-AD4E-FEBSAFF3B98B/0/valsppt.pdf (produced by Val Vannet)

RGS Geography Careers Page
http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Students/CareersAndFurtherStudy/Careers+poster.htm

Hazards
3D fly over, over Mount St Helens
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/INewsroom/Newlmages/Images/aster sthelens.mpqg

Hurricane Katrina Diary — “Surviving Hurricane Katrina”
http://www.margaretmedia.com/katrina/survivingkatrina.pdf

Dust affects Hurricane Activity (BBC Article) http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/6038296.stm

National Geographic — Forces of Nature
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/forcesofnature/interactive/index.html?section=v

Geography in the News — Volcano Panic (Supervolcanoes)
http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/news/article/?id=333

Volcano Models — Templates
http://volcano.und.edu/vwdocs/volc models/models.html
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/CGS/information/EdResCenter/3D PaperModels.htm

Earth Science Animations — a fantastic resource — alphabetically sorted list of Earth Science
animations — there are some great animations here — well worth the time to look through some of
these http://geography.cst.cmich.edu/Franc1M/Animations/animation_list_posted.htm

Tectonics Animations http://www.kean.edu/~csmart/Observing/Lectures/animations/

Population
North-South Health Divide Remains http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/6033023.stm

Life expectancy variation in the UK
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1l/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/09 10 06 life expectancy.pdf

US Population to pass 300 million (Guardian Article)
http://www.guardian.co.uk/usa/story/0,,1921310,00.html

All along the Ramparts (Guardian Article on Mexico-USA migration)
http://www.quardian.co.uk/usa/story/0,,1926234,00.html

GGIP — Give Geography Its Place (Updates)

(thanks to Dave Raynor and Dan Raven-Ellison for all their hard work on
this)

THIS WEEK:

The current number of supporters stands at over 1500 — a new public
petition has now been set up and can be accessed here
http://www.petitionthem.com/default.asp?sect=detail&pet=3446
Some of the media responses already received can be seen here
http://www.passion4geography.co.uk/mediareplies.htm

Article on GGIP in the TES this week (3/11/06)!!



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Podcasting:

20 ldeas! Podcasting your Lesson / Revision materials
http://teaching.mrbelshaw.co.uk/index.php/2006/10/07/20-ideas-podcasting-your-
lessonsrevision-materials/ (Doug Belshaw)

Google Earth
A new version of Google Earth was launched on 2
November for downloading.

nd

New Google Earth Resources:

Using Google Earth (new blog)

http://googleearthuser.blogspot.com/

Official Google Earth Users Guide http://earth.google.com/userguide/v4/

Also see of course Alan P’s fantastic resources on Google Earth showcased at the recent SAGT
conference (as mentioned above) http://googlearthusersquide.blogspot.com/

Google Earth Wild Fires Overlay
http://www.gearthblog.com/blog/archives/2006/11/earth on fire.html

Powerpoints:

Slideshare.net hitp://slideshare.net/ - a YouTube for powerpoint presentation — potentially very
useful for sharing powerpoints with students — here are some examples of powerpoints already
online (thanks to Noel Jenkins and Tony Cassidy)

Ox-Bow Lakes http://slideshare.net/juicygeography/oxbow-lakes

Coastal Erosion http://slideshare.net/juicygeography/coastal-erosion/

WebCams:

Uses for a WebCam — Digital Geography (some new ideas from some work being carried out by
Noel Jenkins and others) http://www.digitalgeography.co.uk/archives/2006/10/uses-for-a-
webcam/

Smartboards:

Smart Board User guide — great new printable user guide
by Gavin Richards of TeachingwithICT — laminate and turn
into a mouse mat!! http://www.teachingwithict.com/




