
GEOBYTES / ICT UPDATE 
To: Mm/Sc/Ro/Mk/Mb/Cx        St Ivo School Geography Department. 
From: Cb 
Date: 18/09/06 (Week A) 
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GeoBytes Update 
Weeks Beginning: 18 th September 2006 
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New This Week: 
 
Iceland 2007 trip is to be launched this week with Year 10 – Cb 
and Mk will be coming into all Year 10 lessons over the course 
of the week in order to launch the trip with students (this will take 
10-15 mins). A short video style slide show and a powerpoint 
have been produced to promote the trip and both can be 
downloaded from the Year 10 section of the Staff Resources 
Portal (remember you will need to log in via GeoBytes). Iceland 
2007 pages have also been added to GeoBytes with a link from 
the Homepage and also from the Fieldwork section of the site – 
from here students / parents can view the powerpoint; download 
the itinerary (for which they will need to login) and also see a 
slide show of Iceland images. Any questions – please see Cb.  

 
Geography in the News this week 
 

Latest News Stories from the BBC and the Guardian T his Week from the UK and around 
the World: 
 

ENVIRONMENT / CONSERVATION 
‘Drastic’ shrinkage in Arctic Ice http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/5344208.stm  
Humans ‘causing stronger storms’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/5335362.stm?ls  
 
WATER SUPPLY / RIVERS 
Reservoir ‘biggest in 25 years’ http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/5343646.stm?ls  
 
WEATHER  
Tornado hits during Freak Storm (Leeds) 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_yorkshire/5347064.stm  
Big Clean Up after storm damage 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_yorkshire/5348038.stm  
New El Nino sparks Weather Fears http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/5345184.stm  
 

        Have you signed the petition yet? 
       http://www.passion4geography.co.uk 



ENERGY  
Plans launched for Energy Centre http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/5343782.stm  
 
Useful / New External Weblinks: �  
Most of these have been highlighted by SLNers on th e Online Forum or on 
GeographyForum.net (thanks to all those that have c ontributed any of the following to 
SLN / Geography Forum). 
 
A’level Resources  – a new A’level blog for sharing A’level resources 
http://alevelgeo.blogspot.com/  (set up by Paul Williams – SLN) – worth checking back to – 
hopefully set to grow as more contributions come in. 
 
Coastal Sand Dunes  – An example of primary succession 
http://www.countrysideinfo.co.uk/successn/primary2.htm  
 
Flash Earth  http://www.flashearth.com/ - uses satellite and aerial imagery  
 
Free Disaster Sound Effects  (includes earthquakes, volcanoes etc..) 
http://www.partnersinrhyme.com/soundfx/Disasters.shtml  
 
Free Sounds Project  – collaborative database of creative commons licensed sounds – worth 
doing a search – e.g. for waves, volcanoes, earthquakes etc.. 
http://freesound.iua.upf.edu/index.php  
 
GapMinder – Mind the Gap  http://tools.google.com/gapminder/ - visualising world development 
(as chart or map) – can choose one or more particular geographic area and a range of 
indicators. 
 
GCSE Leisure and Tourism Teaching Materials  – from “Work Related in the North East site 
http://www.wrl-ne.com/downloads/gcse_landt.php - some good ideas / resources to support 
Leisure & Tourism / Travel and Tourism courses. 
 
Geography and all that Jazz  - http://geographyjazz.blogspot.com/ - new Geography blog from 
Alan Parkinson (Geography Pages / SLN!) 
 
Geography Songs  – A blog containing a list of Geography songs 
http://ericssonglists.blogspot.com/2006/09/erics-list-of-geography-songscountries.html  
 
Higher Geography Blog  – an excellent new blog from Val Vannet of the High School of Dundee 
– regularly updated for students studying Higher Geography – some excellent case studies / 
links etc. http://highergeogblog.blogspot.com/  
 
Images of the Social and Economic World  http://www-personal.umich.edu/~mejn/cartograms/  
 
Map Downloads  – a selection of maps in .pdf format – hosted by Rich Allway on 
GeographyAllTheWay http://www.geographyalltheway.com/support/dept_maps.htm  
 
Population – some great resources on India’s Population here 
http://www.baileybridge.net/geographybridge/indiabridge/html/population.htm  
 
Population Jelly Baby Game  – resources / instructions on GeoDave’s GeoInteractive (thanks 
to Helen for sharing) http://www.geointeractive.co.uk/slnresources.htm and some downloadable 
‘Jelly Babies’ can be found on Radical Geography http://www.tonycassidy.co.uk/jellybabies.doc   
 
The News Market  http://www.thenewsmarket.com/ - video source for journalists  
EuroNews  – also contains some useful video stories http://euronews.net/  
 



Google Earth 
 
Uses of Google Earth Google Earth as a ‘flight simulator’ 
http://www.gearthblog.com/blog/archives/2006/09/google_earth_as_a_fl.html  
 
New version of Google Earth  – can be downloaded here http://earth.google.com/download-
earth.html  
 
 
GGIP – Give Geography Its Place (Updates) 
(thanks to Dave Raynor and Dan Raven-Ellison for all their hard work on this) 
 
THIS WEEK:  
The current number of supporters stands at 1178 – but have you 
signed up yet?? www.passion4geography.co.uk 
 (Jenny & John have….. where are the rest of you…..?) 
 
New – Give Geography Its Place Campaign Competition 
http://www.passion4geography.co.uk/competition.htm  
New - High resolution GGIP logos for displays – can be downloaded 
from here http://www.passion4geography.co.uk/noticeboard.htm  
 
  
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
Class Tools.net http://www.classtools.net/  
 
A fantastic new site set up by Russell Tarr of 
ActiveHistory.co.uk – this new ClassTools. Net site has 
a series of fantastic Flash templates which will be of 
great use to staff – includes templates for Time Lines; 
Diamond 9 exercises; Living Graphs; Priority Charts; 
Venn; Essay Skills; Interactive quizzes and more – well 
worth exploring!! 
 
 

Help Pages for using Digital Brain  – some very good help pages here http://www.kirklees-
ednet.org.uk/subjects/ictgeneral/elearning/final%20course/index.htm  
 
Teaching Tools  – including countdown timer http://teaching.mrbelshaw.co.uk/index.php/visual/  
 
Ideas!  – an excellent new series of 20 teaching ideas from Doug Belshaw on his excellent 
teaching.mrbelshaw site which will be added to each week 
(http://teaching.mrbelshaw.co.uk/index.php/2006/09/11/20-ideas-intro/): 
This week’s 20 Ideas posts include: 
 http://teaching.mrbelshaw.co.uk/index.php/2006/09/11/20-ideas-intro/  
·  20 Ideas! Enabling students to contact you by e-mail 

http://teaching.mrbelshaw.co.uk/index.php/2006/09/12/20-ideas-enabling-students-to-
contact-you-by-email/  

·  20 Ideas! Timing portions of lessons 
http://teaching.mrbelshaw.co.uk/index.php/2006/09/13/20-ideas-timing-portions-of-lessons/  

 
 
 
 
 



Live Local – A windows based mapping programme  
Noel Jenkins has an excellent database of live local collections on Juicy Geography and 
welcomes contributions: 
http://www.juicygeography.co.uk/livelocalcollections.htm  
Live Local Update – Noel has also flagged up on Digital Geography an update to Live Local in 
which it is possible to draw over maps and photos 
http://www.digitalgeography.co.uk/archives/2006/09/live-local-updates/  
 
NEW RESOURCES 
 
 
 

INTERACTIVE QUIZZES 
Some new interactive quizzes – useful for starters / plenaries. These quizzes are all catalogued 
under the GeoGames section of GeoBytes for students to use at home and for staff to use within 
the classroom. The KS3 ones have also been added to the staff resources portal under the 
relevant pages – see Multimedia files – Flash in order to keep an up-to-date catalogue of all 
available resources: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Multimedia Resources: 
 

Window on the Coast 
This is approx 2 minutes worth of footage of the Dorset coastline – 
footage is by Dan Raven-Ellison and was originally downloaded from 
Geography at the Movies – I have added the sound of the waves as 
background music so this can be played on the board as students 
enter the room as a starter to the Coasts Unit providing a “virtual 
window on the coastline” 
 

 
 
 

A simple drag and drop starter of key 
population terms – e.g. population 
distribution, population density etc.. 

A simple drag and drop based on the 
layers of the earth and initial ideas 

covered such as plates 

Multiple Choice quiz for Year 13 
based on different types of Glaciers 

(9 questions) 

Multiple Choice for Travel and Tourism 
based on the different sectors of the 

Travel and Tourism Industry and the idea 
of the Chain of Distribution 



 
Coastal Erosion Features 
A 3 minute starter on Coastal Erosion features – 
with photographs of Cliffs and Wave Cut-
Platforms; Headlands and Bays and Headland 
Erosion features set to music. Good introduction 
or revision of the features. 
 
 

 
Both resources will be available on the staff resources portal – with the Digital Brain migration 
however there are some problems in uploading large resources – if you cannot find them online 
– please see CB with a memory pen and we will transfer it directly to your computer. 


